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Abstract

Confined trapped-alpha energy spectra and differential radia density profilesin TFTR D-T
plasmas are obtained with the Pellet Charge-eXchange (PCX) diagnostic which measures high
energy (Eq = 0.5 - 3.5 MeV), trapped aphas (v||/v = - 0.048) a a single time dice (At ~ 1 ms)
with aspatia resolution of Ar ~5 cm. Tritons produced in D-D plasmas and RF-driven ion tails
(H, 3He or T) were also observed and energetic tritium ion tail measurements will be discussed.

PCX alphaand triton energy spectraextending up to their birth energies were measured in
the core of MHD-quiescent discharges where the expected classical slowing down and pitch angle
scattering effects are not complicated by stochastic ripple diffusion and sawtooth activity. Both the
shape of the measured apha and triton energy distributions and their density ratios are in good
agreement with TRANSP predictions, indicating that the PCX measurements are consistent with
classical thermalization of the fusion-generated aphas and tritons. From calculations, these results
set an upper limit on possible anomalous radial diffusion for trapped aphas of Dy < 0.01 m2s-1.
Outside the core, where the trapped aphas are influenced by stochastic ripple diffusion effects, the
PCX measurements are consistent with the functional dependence of the Goldston-White-Boozer
stochastic ripple threshold on the alpha energy and the g-profile.

In the presence of strong sawtooth activity, the PCX diagnostic observes significant
redistribution of the alpha signal radia profile wherein aphas are depleted in the core and
redistributed to well outside the g = 1 radius, but apparently not beyond the energy-dependent
stochastic ripple loss boundary. The helical electric field produced during the sawtooth crash plays
an essential rolein modeling the sawtooth redistribution data. In sawtooth-free discharge scenarios
with reversed shear operation, the PCX diagnostic also observes radid profiles of the apha signa
that are significantly broader than those for supershots. ORBIT modeling of reversed shear and
monotonic shear discharges are in agreement with the g-dependent apha profiles observed.
Redistribution of trapped apha particles in the presence of core locdized TAE activity was
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observed and modeling of the PCX measurements based on a synergism involving the a-TAE
resonance and the effect of stochastic ripple diffusionisin progress.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The deuterium-tritium operation of TFTR [1] has provided an opportunity to extend
previous observations of fast ion behaviour in tokamaks [2] to apha particles generated in D-T
plasmas [3]. Severa diagnostics designed to measure confined aphas in large tokamaks were
used in the TFTR experiments, namely, charge exchange recombination spectroscopy [4]
microwave scattering [5], and energetic neutral particle analysis with the use of low-Z impurity
pellets [6,7]. The last method, which we cal Pellet Charge eXchange (PCX), was operated
routinely on TFTR during D-T experiments [8]. PCX diagnostic results have been reported on
measurements of RF-driven energetic H, 3He and T minority ion tails [9-11], the energy
distribution fast confined apha particles [12,13], and the influence of magnetic field ripple and
sawtooth oscillations on the behaviour of the apha energy spectra and radial profiles of the apha
signal [14-17].

In the PCX diagnostic on TFTR, low-Z impurity pellets are injected along a midplane
major radius. Upon entering the plasma, the pellet forms atoroidally elongated ablation cloud, as
illustrated in Fig. 1. Using lithium pellets as an example, a small fraction of the alphas incident on
the ablation cloud is neutralized either by sequential single electron capture,

HeZt + Lit = Het +Li2*

Het+ Lit => HeP + Li2*
or by double electron capture

HeZt + Lit => HeO + Li3™,

If the line integral target density for particles traversing the cloud is sufficiently large, then the
fraction of particles emerging from the cloud as neutrals approaches the equilibrium fraction,

F;°(E) , which is independent of the linear density of the cloud. Pitch angle scattering and energy

loss are not important at the pellet ablation cloud densities expected in TFTR [18]. By measuring
the energy distribution, dng/dE, of the resultant helium neutrals escaping from the plasma, the

energy distribution of the incident alpha particles, dny/dE, can be determined using

dng/dE O K(E) dn/dE 1)

where
Q -
k® ={ F©) vop- n(E) aef @
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and
F8°(E) = neutral equilibrium fraction,
V o = ion velocity associated with energy E,

Q
— =solid angle of the analyzer,
4T

N(E) = calibrated analyzer detection efficiency, and
LAE = energy resolution of the analyzer.

The neutral equilibrium fractions, Fg°(E) , used for aphas and tritons are obtained from modeling

calculations[12,18]. The neutral particle anayzer (NPA) detection efficiency, n(E),was calibrated
[19] for aphas using megavolt helium ion beams generated by a cyclotron accelerator and was
derived for tritons using hydrogen ions. Note that K(E) must be evaluated for the individual NPA
channels.

The escaping helium neutrals are mass and energy analyzed using a high energy (0.3 - 3.7
MeV for 4He) neutrd particle analyzer [19]. The neutral particle anayzer views the cloud
surrounding the radially injected pellet from behind at a toroidal angle of 2.750 to the trgjectory of
the pellet. Asaresult, only near perpendicular energetic ions with velocities close to v)j/v = - 0.048
are detected by the PCX diagnostic. The radial position of the pellet as a function of time is
measured using alinear photo diode array situated on the top of the vacuum vessel. By combining
this measurement with the time dependence of the PCX signal, radialy resolved fast ion energy
spectraand radia profiles of the alphasignal can be derived with aradia resolution of ~ 5 cm.

It should be noted that the radia profiles of the adpha signa measured by the PCX
diagnostic are actually "differential density profiles'; that is, dng/(dEAQ) (m~3MeV-lster-1) where
dE and dQ are the instrumental energy resolution and acceptance solid angle, respectively. The
differential density profiles are relative measurements, since the PCX diagnostic is not absolutely
calibrated. While the instrumenta response of the NPA was absolutely calibrated, the absolute
efficiency for neutralization of the measured ions by the pellet ablation cloud is uncertain due to
uncertainties in the spatial distribution of ionization states in the cloud. It has been shown that
provided the lineintegral cloud density is sufficiently high so that the charge changing reactions are
independent of the density and attain an equilibrium fraction, as expected in the TFTR applications,
the details of the pellet ablation cloud have little effect on the measured energy distribution but do
have a strong effect on the absolute alpha density measurements [18].

The experimental data are compared with modeling results obtained using TRANSP [20].
TRANSP is a 1% -dimensiona transport code (calculations of magnetic equilibrium are two-

dimensional) that uses measured plasma parameters with minimal additional assumptions to mode
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plasma discharges and includes modeling of stochastic ripple diffusion of aphas [21]. In
TRANSP, the eectron temperature is obtained from eectron cyclotron emission [22], electron
density from infrared interferometry [23], and ion temperature and toroidal rotational velocity from
charge exchange spectroscopy [24]. Of special importance for interpretation of the PCX data is the
g-profile, which is obtained from motional Stark effect measurements [25]. The recycling of wall
neutrals and Zeff (assumed radialy flat) are inferred from spectroscopic measurement of the
deuterium alpha emission and visible Bremsstrahlung data [26]. Monte Carlo techniques are used
to follow energetic alpha and triton ion orbits as they thermalize and is then used to deduce the full
energy and radial distribution of each species. The code assumes the alpha particles and tritons are
well confined and slow down classically and includes the effects of Coulomb pitch angle scattering
and velocity diffusion, but does not account for broadening of fusion-generated particles about
their birth energy due to the kinetic energy of the reacting ions[27].

TRANSP provides a good caculation of the alpha and triton distributions integrated over
all pitch angles. TRANSP dividesthe pitch angle range of + 1 into 50 equally spaced bins, giving
apitch angle resolution of 0.04. The instrumental resolution is approximately + 10-3 around the
mean pitch angle vaue of v|jv = - 0.048. In order to reduce the Monte-Carlo statistical noise on

the computed al pha spectrato an acceptable level, the pitch angle window in the TRANSP output
cannot be constrained to less than -0.2 <v|/v < 0.2, which is large compared to the narrow
instrumental window. Fortunately, the alpha distribution has aweak dependence on pitch angle in
this range and does not exhibit any fine grain structure. The radia averaging used in TRANSP is
0.05r/afor thermal particlesand 0.1r/afor fast ions. For the discharges used in this paper, a= 80
cm. Thustheradia averaging in TRANSP for energetic aphas and tritonsis ~8 cm compared with
the instrumental value of ~5 cm

For proper simulation of the PCX measurements, however, the pitch angle should be
congtrained to account for only the deeply trapped particles. Although the TRANSP code is a
powerful tool for analyzing experimenta results, the Monte Carlo basis makes the code
computationally intensive for modeling the PCX measurements. For thisreason, a Fokker-Planck
Post-TRANSP (FPPT) processor code [28] was devel oped which is based on a numerical solution
of the drift-averaged Fokker-Planck equation using the method of integration over the particle
characteristics [29]. FPPT uses the radia and energy profiles of the pitch angle integrated apha
source from TRANSP to caculate apha distributions for experimental conditions specific to the

PCX measurements. The FPPT code assumes that for the processes with characterigtic times
greater than the a-particle bounce period, which is Tp ~ 10-6 - 10-3 s in TFTR, the distribution

function of a—particles can be represented as a function of particle constants of motion versus time:

Gf: fO( (V! H, Pd)) (3)



S. S Medley, et al. Confined Trapped-Alpha Behaviour

where

m(1 - v|)/v)2 _eqP  VRBy
T 28 P e B “

where | isthe poloidal magnetic flux. The corresponding drift orbit averaged Fokker- Planck
equation for the a- particle distribution function is[30]

Ofa fa
it —<St(fa)>+<30(>'T6 : (5)

where <...> denotes the time averaging over the a-particle drift orbit, and

exp( — (v-vg0)2V5
Sq = STR) p(—( : a0)</vT) ©)
\/:NGOVT

is the a-particle source with STr(r,t) taken from the TRANSP code, and vy is the Doppler

broadening. Equation 6 assumes Maxwellian distributions for the interacting species and gives a
good approximation for beam-target interactions. The collisional integral given by

3
0(v3 + vi)fa
1 1
St(fa) = J2¢ v + E(Pq’ -

3
eqy Ve Of
s JERo ¥ )

2mmgcC v

where Ts is the owing down time, describes only the slowing down of alphas and does not

include pitch angle scattering and velocity diffusion [30]. The last term in EQ. 5 is introduced to
account for the stochastic ripple losses, with Tg being the approximate confinement time associated

with this|oss process. The term T was derived by Y ushmanov [31] and takes the form

-2
R ®

where

(an2 L -
D0 :W isthe diffusion coefficient, 9)
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TIR?q3NS2(rh,8p)
2€3 sinBp [1+ exp(6.9 — 5.5a)]

(&r)2 = (10)

and

TiN3gSR3 Bp S + cotb
& Héﬂz v O(rp,0K) b _ b : (12)
a Wer H ‘\/smeb

InEq. 9, Aristheradial step size during one bounce period and rp, O are the radia and poloidal

coordinates of the bananatip, respectively.
20 PCX MEASUREMENTS IN MHD-QUIESCENT PLASMAS

The alpha particle distributions measured by the PCX diagnostic can be influenced by the
effects of classica slowing down and pitch angle scattering, stochastic diffusion associated with
toroidal magnetic field ripple, and MHD activity. In order to separate the classical behaviour from
the other effects, PCX measurements were obtained during MHD quiescent discharges in the
plasma core region where stochastic ripple diffusion effects are negligible. This "plasma core" is
taken to be the region well insde the boundary determined using the following expression
provided by the Goldston-White-Boozer [32] theory:

aiNg3
Orrpq’ %s—qgﬁ > 1. (12)

where dTF is toroidal field ripple, p is the alpha gyro radius, N is the number of toroida field
coils, g isthe safety factor, g' = dg/dr, and € isthe inverse aspect ratio.

Plasma waveforms and pellet charge exchange signals illustrating a typical measurement
scenario are shown in Fig. 2. All waveforms are diagnostic measurements except for the centra
alphadensity, whichisa TRANSP calculation. Inthe TFTR D-T experiments, pellets are injected
0.2 - 0.5 s after termination of neutral beam heating for PCX measurements. This timing delay
leads to deeper penetration of the pellet asaresult of decay of the plasma electron temperature and
density as well as to an enhanced signal-to-noise ratio because the neutron background decays
significantly faster than the confined alpha population. Note that at the selected time of pellet
injection, the D-T neutron yield which gives rise to PCX signa interference has decayed by an
order of magnitude while the alpha density remains virtually constant. A typical PCX signal aong
with the pellet light emission is shown at the bottom of the figure. The fluctuations on the neutral
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signa are consistent with smple counting statistics, though some contribution from the time
varying pellet cloud light emission [33] cannot be ruled out. Fluctuations on the particle signa do
not correlate with the fluctuations on the light signal, which could occur if the ablation cloud
remains an equilibrium thick neutralization target at al times. Uncertainties in the data points for
the energy spectraand the radial profiles of the alphasigna due to these fluctuations typically range
from £ 10% to = 50% in going from lower to higher energy channels of the NPA. The light
emission from the pellet ablation cloud is an indication of the lifetime of the pellet which typicaly
burnsoutin< 2 ms. No light signal is observed on the particle channels when the NPA dectric
and magnetic fields are nulled, so the particle signals are free of scattered light interference.

A key feature of al the PCX apha signals is the delay in their rise relative to the light
emission signal. In other words, we observe no aphasignal until the pellet penetrates to a certain
plasmaradius. The depleted region of the signal is observed in all dischargeswith PCX data. This
behaviour is attributed to stochastic ripple loss depletion effects [17] in the outboard region of the
plasmawhich the pellet must penetrate beyond before a measurable alpha population exists at the
pitch angle viewed by the PCX diagnostic, aswill be discussed further in Sec. 4.0.

2.1 Alpha Particle and Triton Energy Spectra

The apha slowing down spectrum for a D-T discharge and the triton spectrum from a
similar D-D discharge are shown in Fig. 3. The basic discharge parameterswere: Ryg = 2.52 m,
a=0.8m, Pp ~20 MW with Ip ramped down from 1.7 MA to 1.0 MA during the 1.3 s duration
neutral beam heating pulse. In going from aphas to tritons, the relevant values of the neutra
equilibrium fraction, the ion velocity, and the analyzer detection efficiency associated with K(E) in
Eg. 2 were employed. The midplane ripple diffusion boundaries for both 3.5 the MeV aphas and
the 1.0 MeV tritons were identical to within 5% in these discharges, with a value of R = 2.76 m.
The energy spectra were measured in the ripple-free region inboard of this boundary. Note that
the error barsin Fig. 3 only reflect the statistical errors due to the counting statistics.

Also shown are TRANSP (solid curves) and FPPT (dashed curves) predictions of the
alphaand triton energy spectra. The absolute scale for dn/dE was derived from normalization of
the PCX data with the TRANSP modeling results and was made only once for the apha data as
noted in the figure. The same normdization is used for the triton spectrum. Agreement between
the PCX measurements and the spectra caculated by TRANSP is quite good, indicating that the
alpha and triton energy distributions and their density ratio is close to the TRANSP prediction,
which assumes classical slowing down and neoclassical apha and triton confinement. For the
FPPT simulations, the shape of the energy spectra is similar, but differences occur due to the fact
that Coulomb scattering is included in TRANSP but not in FPPT, which has an effect that is
particularly evident toward lower energies in the owing down distributions. For the triton spectra

8
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near the birth energy, the inclusion of apreliminary model for kinetic broadening in FPPT but not
in TRANSP isthe cause of the difference between the two simulations. Based on the agreement
of the energy spectra and the a pha-to-triton ratio with TRANSP predictions, we infer that fusion
generated-al phas and tritons in the core of MHD quiescent TFTR plasmas are well-confined and
slow down classically.

To enhance the pellet penetration and also to increase the signa level a higher apha
energies, boron pellets were used in place of lithium [8]. For apha energies above ~ 2 MeV the
calculated equilibrium fraction [18] for boron is significantly higher than for lithium. The higher
heat of ablation energy of 5.3 eV/atom for boron compared with 1.6 eV/atom for lithium leads to
an increase in the pellet penetration and consequently access aregion of higher apha density deeper
in the plasmacore. In practice, thisgain is partially offset by lower pellet velocity from the injector
due to the larger mass of boron relative to lithium. Nevertheless, under similar plasma discharge
conditions an increase in the penetration for boron pellets ranging up to 20% (~ 12 cm) relative to
lithium pellets of comparable massis observed. In order to validate both the use of boron and the
models used for apha neutralization in pellet clouds, alpha energy spectra were compared for D-T
discharges using both lithium and boron pellets [13]. The shapes of the measured alpha energy
gpectra for lithium and boron pellets were essentially the same, despite the very different energy
dependence of the neutralization fractions used in their respective data analysis calculations.

The aphadistribution from 1.0 - 3.5 MeV was obtained using a single boron pellet injected
200 ms after termination of a 1.0 s beam pulse. The basic discharge parameters were: Rmg = 2.52
m,a=0.8m,lp=15MA,BT=52T and Pp=16 MW. The apha energy spectrum obtained
from the PCX measurements for this discharge is shown by the solid circles in Fig. 4. Also
shown (solid squares) is the energy spectrum measured for a "beam blip" case (Pp = 20 MW),
where the boron pellet was injected 20 ms after a beam pulse of only 100 ms duration. The curves
arethe FPPT simulations of the PCX measurements. Reasonable agreement is seen between the
data and the FPPT code results, which indicates that the apha particles slow down classically. In
addition, the absence of any peaking in the fully developed slowing down spectra in the region of
3.5 MeV indicates that massive prompt losses do not occur. This is consistent with the apha
particles being well confined. Experimental results from the a-CHERS [34] and the escaping
alpha[35] diagnostics on TFTR, both of which are absolutely calibrated, corroborate this classica
picture of apha behaviour and also show that massive prompt losses of aphas do not occur in
MHD-quiescent plasma discharges.

In the "beam blip" discharge, the aphas are created in atime interval short compared to the
alpha slowing-down time. In principle, the measured energy spectrum for this short pulse neutra
beam injection scenario can potentialy yield information on the alpha birth energy distribution.
Unfortunately, the existing TRANSP code does not provide for modeling of the kinetic spreading
of the alpha birth energy spectra, which must include precise information about beam energies

9
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species and injection angles, the computed thermonuclear beam-plasma and thermonuclear mix,

and the ion temperature. Inthe FPPT code, a preliminary model of the "beam blip" data assumes
simple thermonuclear Doppler broadening of the alpha particle birth energy, Eq, for which the full

width at half maximum is given approximately by AE(keV) = 182(Teff)0-> where Teff = 30 keV,
the mean effective temperature of the deuterium and tritium ions, is based on measurement of the
D-T neutron broadening in TFTR using a natural diamond spectrometer [36].

For the discharges used in this work, the alpha population is sufficiently dilute that single-
particle behaviour is expected. To date, no 'anomalous’ apha particle losses due to apha-driven
collective ingtabilities have be observed in TFTR NBI-heated D-T discharges without ICRH [1,
35]. Thisfact supports the assertion that the PCX apha and triton measurements indicate that the
alphaand triton behaviour is classical.

The apha slowing down spectrum in Fig. 4 can be modeled to derive information on the
alpha confinement time. For this purpose, the drift-averaged Fokker-Planck equation used in the
FPPT code (Eqg. 5) was modified as follows :

Ofq/ot = <St(fq)> + <Sg> - fa/15 - fa/tconf (13)

where fq is the distribution function of aphas including the thermal broadening effect, St(fq) is
the collisional integral describing the slowing down of alphas, Sq is the apha source taken from
TRANSP code, 1§ is the confinement time of alphas determined by the effect of toroida field
ripple, and tconf is the confinement time of aphas determined by apha radia transport of any
other type excluding ripple effects. Fig. 5 shows same data for the energy spectrum of aphas

during the slowing down phase as shown in Fig. 4. The dpha slowing down time in this case is
equal to tg = 0.32s. The solid line shows the FPPT calculation assuming that Tconf >> 1g ; i.e.

Tconf = 300 1g. The broken lines present the cases where Tconf/tg = 3.0, 1.5, 0.8 and 0.4. In

comparison with the FPPT simulation, the PCX apha slowing down spectrum is consistent with
an apha confinement time of Tconf > 3.0 Tg. This again supports the assertion that the apha

particles thermalize classically, which isimportant for good alpha heating in afusion reactor.

2.2 Alpha Radial Profiles in Supershot Discharges

The dpha differential density profile was measured in the core of MHD-quiescent
supershot discharges using the PCX diagnostic. Fig. 6 presents radia profiles of aphas with
energies of 0.64, 0.8, 1.0, 1.21 and 1.41 MeV measured 0.3 s after termination of 20 MW beam

10
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injection, normalized &8 R = 2.65 m. Also shown are the Goldston-White-Boozer (GWB)
stochagtic ripple diffusion radial boundary corresponding to apha energies of 0.64, 1.41, and 3.5
MeV. Insde the GWB boundaries the alpha behaviour is classical while outside there exists a
domain where apha particles are strongly affected by stochastic ripple diffusion. It is seen that
alpha density profiles are consistent with the GWB boundary for Eq = 3.5 MeV. This
demonstrates the absence of significant apha transport outward during slowing down from the
birth energy to at least 0.64 MeV and the strong ripple influence on aphas outside the GWB
boundary. Ripple diffusion causes aphas born outside the GWB boundary to be promptly lost
while alphas born inside this boundary are confined and slowing down there in the absence of any
outward transport. Note that at the time of measurement (0.3s after the termination of neutral beam
heating) the generation of aphasis practically absent. Fig. 7 presents the experimental radial apha
profiles and the FPPT code predictionsfor Eq = 0.64 MeV and 1.21 MeV with and without ripple.
Modeling results are normalized to the PCX data separately for both energies. It is seen that
experimental data are in good agreement with the ripple modeling. Fig. 8 shows the corresponding
energy spectra with and without ripple. It is seen aso that the modeling without ripple predicts
much broader radial density profiles and steeper energy spectra than experimentally measured.

The PCX radial profiles of the alpha signal such as those shown in Fig. 6 can be anayzed
to obtain information on the radial transport of trapped alpha particles. However, the FPPT codeis
based on the method of integration over the particle characteristics [29], which does not alow
inclusion of the second derivative operator. Thus, FPPT does not have pitch angle scattering in the
collisional operator, which resultsin radial transport, and therefore the FPPT code cannot treat the
diffusion self consistently. Nevertheless, a diffusive type equation can be constructed within the

FPPT formalism to model radial diffusion [28]. The results of this procedure are shown in Fig. 9
for afixed apha particle energy of Eq = 1.2 MeV. It can be seen that the best fit to the measured

PCX profile occurs for the smallest diffusion value, Dg < 0.01 m2s-1, which indicates that there
is no significant radia transport. Similar results have also been obtained in TFTR D-T plasmas
using the a-CHERS diagnostic [4]. This diagnostic is sensitive primarily to passing aphas,
whereas the PCX views only trapped alphas. In the a-CHERS case, modeling of the spatial apha

profile measurements constrained the anomalous alpha radia diffusivity in addition to neoclassica
transport to values less than Dg = 0.03 m2s-1 [37]. The small values obtained by both the PCX

and a-CHERS diagnostics are consistent and are comparable to the neoclassical diffusivity.
2.3 Alpha Radial Profiles in Reversed Shear Discharges

In monotonic shear in the absence of any MHD activity, the radial profiles of aphas
measured by the PCX have similar shapes defined by the source function and the ripple losses for
generated aphas. Inreversed shear discharges which characteristically have an elevated centrd g-
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factor, the measured apha radial profiles of higher energy (~1.7 MeV) aphas appeared to be
significantly broader than for lower energy (~0.5 MeV), as shown in Fig. 10. High g(0) decreases
the stochastic threshold, as is evident from Eqg. 12. As discussed below, enhanced stochastic
ripple loss of the aphas under these conditions appears to be the cause of this behaviour.

The ORBIT guiding center code calculates apha guiding center orbits in flux coordinates
for real magnetic geometry, including pitch angle scattering, slowing down and toroidal precession
for fast ions. Calculations of the toroidal ripple loss have been made for apha particles in a
reversed shear plasma [38] using an enhanced version of the ORBIT code [39] which utilizes a
rapid, accurate algorithm for the stochastic free domain. Figure 11 shows the confined domains
for the reversed shear and high current monotonic shear scenarios as a function of apha particle
energy. Confinement, with bounded periodic bounce tip motion and no stochastic ripple loss, is
predicted for trapped apha particles whose bounce points lie in the shaded regions shown in the
figure. At the alpha particle birth energy of 3.5 MeV, the stochastic diffusion loss region occupies
the whole plasmain the TFTR reversed shear plasmaequilibrium. All trapped particles are quickly
lost through first orbit or stochastic ripple diffusion Passing apha particles slow down and are
pitch angle scattered into trapped orbits, for which there are confinement regions at lower energies.
At high energies the confinement domains cover less of the plasma cross section in reversed shear
than in the monotonic shear comparison case. As an ion slows down, the shaded confinement
domain increases so that at thermal velocities no stochastic ripple loss is predicted and neoclassica
and anomalous |osses predominate.

ORBIT was used to model the PCX results obtained during reversed shear operation [40].
Alphaparticleswith initia profiles consistent with the Abel-inverted neutron profiles measured on
TFTR were followed for 15 and 2ts in both monotonic and reversed magnetic shear geometries.

The ssimulated profiles are compared to PCX results for monotonic and reversed shear casesin Fig.
12. In monotonic shear, the profiles a 15 (1.3 MeV) and 2ts (0.5 MeV) are smilar to those
observed by PCX. The smulated profile a 0.5 MeV extends over a larger region in r/a as
expected from the larger stochastic free region at lower energy. In reversed shear, two features of
the PCX measurements are distinctly different from the monotonic shear case: 1) aflat or hollow
distribution at 1.71 MeV, which appearsto befilled as the energy of the observed aphas decreases
to 1.3 MeV and 0.5 MeV; 2) avery steep profile at 0.5 MeV. The moded predicts the general
characteristics of apha loss in reversed shear which clarify how a hollow profile could arise. In
reversed shear, no trapped aphas would be observed a 3.5 MeV, while a lower energies a
peaked, flat or hollow profile can result depending on pitch angle scattering and the passing apha
distribution. In ongoing work, other simulations made with significant variationsin the pitch angle
scattering rate show that the results of Fig. 12 are not sendtive to this parameter. Since the
simulation error bars are comparable to those of the measurements, neoclassical modeling with
ORBIT gave good agreement with both the monotonic and reversed shear measurements.
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3.0 PCX MEASUREMENTS IN THE PRESENCE OF MHD ACTIVITY

MHD activity (e.g. sawtooth oscillations and TAE activity) can transport alphas from the
plasma core which might affect ignition and/or damage of the first-wall components of the vessel by
feeding the alphas into the stochastic ripple loss region. In D-T experiments on TFTR, the
behaviour of fast confined aphas in the presence of sawtooth activity was measured using the
PCX and the a-CHERS diagnostics. Both diagnostics have observed evidence for sawtooth
redistribution of confined aphas by sawtooth crashes [4, 14-16] and show a strong depletion of
the alpha core density and transport of the alphas radially outwards well beyond g = 1 surface after
a sawtooth crash. Lost apha detectors measure bursts of apha loss coincident with sawtooth
crashes [41] which represent avery small fractional loss of the previously confined aphas (<1%).
Thus, a sawtooth crash leads mainly to radia redistribution of the alphas rather than losses. In
addition, PCX measurements have been obtained in discharges in which TAE activity occurs in
conjunction with reduced shear operation.

3.1 Alpha Redistribution due to Sawtooth Oscillations

This section presents the PCX measurements and modeling of apha redistribution due to
sawtooth oscillations. The experiments were performed in standard TFTR D-T supershots [1] with
aplasmacurrent of 2.0 MA, atoroidal magnetic field of 5T, major and minor radii of R = 2.52 m
and a=0.87 mand 20 MW of DT neutral beam power injection. Sawteeth do not normally occur
during beam injection in these supershots. However, large sawteeth begin to develop 0.2 - 0.3 s
after the termination of beam injection, as shown in Fig. 13, when the plasma 3 drops below the
level required to suppress sawteeth. To obtain PCX data, a Li pellet was injected before and after
the sawtooth crashes in sequential similar discharges. Measured radial profiles for alpha energies
of 0.64 MeV and 1.21 MeV before and after the crash are shown in Fig. 14. The alphas are
depleted in the core and redistributed to well outside the g = 1 radius, but are not observed beyond
the stochastic ripple loss boundary corresponding to the apha energy being measured. The
broadening decreases with increasing energy, as does the radius of the stochastic ripple loss
boundary.

Models of the effect sawtooth oscillations on confined fast ions [42] were developed for
neutral beam injected passing particles having small radial deviations from the magnetic surface.
This magnetic reconnection formalism was used to modd the a-CHERS data for fast particle
redistribution [43]. A smdl radid diffuson coefficient Dg = 0.03 m2s1 in addition to
neoclassical was introduced after the sawtooth crash to fit the data. The agreement of the model
with the experiment data indicates that energetic passing aphas redistribute with the magnetic flux.
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The crash time is sufficiently short that the induced electric field can modify the particle
distribution through resulting ExB drift [28, 44 - 45]. The effect on the trapped alpha particle
orbits of the magnetic reconnection and ExB drift is illustrated in Fig. 15. Note that the PCX
diagnostic views alphas on the counter-going (inner) leg of the trapped orbits. The perturbed
helical eectric field provides significant al pha displacement aong the major radius.

A model based on this approach was incorporated in the FPPT code for simulation of the
sawtooth redistribution observed by the PCX diagnostic. A helica eectric field, Er g, is assumed
to be generated during the so-called "collapse™ period of the sawtooth oscillation on a very short
time scale tor ~ 102 - 104 s where 1¢r is the crash time. This electric field leads to a change of
the alpha energy due to the toroida drift motion, v = cEr,exB/BZ. We acknowledge that the time
scales may be on the edge of applicability for the bounce-averaged equations [45]. However, for
well trapped particles the analysis may remain valid since the orbit bounce points do not extend far
from the midplane. In order to model sawtooth redistribution in FPPT, we introduced a simple
analytical transformation formulafor alpha particle energy redistribution which was shown to obey
adiffusion type of equation [28]. In this approach, particles can undergo significant displacement
within the apha mixing radius during the crash. The interaction of the fast particles with the
perturbed eectric field can be considered as resonant, even though the mode itself has very low

frequency and was assumed not to be rotating during the short crash. Therefore, particles with
energy higher than some critical value Ecy perform toroidal precession during the crash and do not

interact with perturbed eectric field. This critica energy, Ecr = 2ccmarR/ter, is defined [45]
from comparison of the particle toroidal precession time and the sawtooth crash time, where wg is
the cyclotron frequency, mq is the apha particle mass, and r, R are the minor and mgor radii,
respectively. Ecr playstherole of an adjustable parameter in smulations of the experimental data
as discussed below and avoids the need for precise knowledge of the crash time 1¢y.

Figure 16 illustrates the procedure used to determine the adjustable parameter, Ecr , used in
application of the modd including ExB drift of the alphas to the experimental PCX data for
sawtooth mixing of trapped aphas. The PCX experimental points are shown as solid circles. The

pre crash curve is normalized to the PCX data for a smilar shot without sawteeth. One can see
from profile comparisons that Ecy/Eqo = 1 gives the best fit to the data. In al the calculations, a

mixing radius [46] of rmjx = 1.5rs (q(rs) = 1) was used. The value of rmjx = 1.5rg is about the
sawtooth mixing radius for the bulk plasma and yields the best fit to the PCX data.

Figure 17 shows the comparison of the PCX data with the sawtooth redistribution model
for ameasured alpha energy of 1.21 MeV. Within the accuracy of the PCX measurements and the
model, good agreement is seen in comparisons of the experimental apha radia profile and the
model. The application of this model to the passing particles does not produce apha redistribution
because of the very fast toroidal rotation of those particles.

14



S. S Medley, et al. Confined Trapped-Alpha Behaviour

Comparison of the PCX and a-CHERS data with lost alpha measurements shows that in
the sawtooth crashes, radial redistribution of the alphas occurs without significant ripple losses of
particles. The sawtooth oscillations effectively transport the a phas outward along the major radius
close to the stochastic ripple domain. Under conditions of larger mixing radius than occurs in
TFTR, thistransport might lead to enhanced ripple loss of fusion apha particles in tokamaks.

3.2 Alpha Redistribution in the Presence of TAE Activity

Recently a-TAE modes have been observed in deuterium-tritium plasmas in TFTR [47].
These modes are observed 100-200 ms following termination of neutral beam injection in plasmas
with reduced central magnetic shear and elevated centra safety factor [g(0) ~ 2]. Mode activity is
localized to the central region of the plasma (r/a < 0.5) with weak magnetic fluctuation levels of
order dB/B < 104 Gs and toroidal mode numbersin therangen =2 - 4.

The scenario for measurement of apha distributions in the presence of TAE activity is
illustrated in Fig. 18. TAE activity typically occurred ~ 150 ms after termination of beam injection.
The PCX measurements were performed in the range of 100 = 50 ms after TAE activity ceased.
Radia profiles of the alphasignal at different energiesin the presence of TAE modes (n=3, dB/B
=2.104 Gs) are shown in Fig. 19. The datawere taken in a single shot (#94001) having plasma
current 1.7 MA, NB power 25 MW, q(0) = 2.35 and aflat q(r/a) profile. The PCX measurements
were performed 150 ms after TAE modes. The solid curves are experimental data, while the
dashed curves are smilar discharges without TAE activity. With TAE activity, the redistribution
becomes broader and more depleted in the core with increasing a pha energy.

In Fig. 20, the thick curves show the alpha energy spectra measured by PCX 150 ms after
the TAE in the plasma center (r/a= 0.02) and for amore outboard position (r/a= 0.38). Classicd

predictions for these radia positions are shown by the thin curves. It is seen that in centra
position there is a depletion of particles with the energy Eq > 1.5 MéV than the classica model

predicts. On the contrary, in the outside position (r/a = 0.38) the number of aphas having Eq >

1.2 MeV ismuch higher than for the classical case.

In view of the weak magnetic fluctuation levels attending the core TAE activity, it is natural
to question how this can produce the significant modifications of the apha energy spectra and
radia distribution observed by the PCX diagnostic. In the modeling approach described below,
we argue that only avery small change in the alpha energy due to interaction with the TAE mode is
needed to cause displacement of the trapped apha orbit from the narrow pitch angle window
viewed by the PCX diagnostic and lead to the observed redistributions.

To provide a smplified illustration of the a-TAE behaviour, consider the zero banana
width resonance condition,

15



S. S Medley, et al. Confined Trapped-Alpha Behaviour
w-<wd>- <k”V”> =0 (14)

where w and wq are the TAE and particle precession frequencies, respectively, k” isthe mode wave
vector and v| isthe particle parallel velocity. For trapped particles, the resonance condition can be

approximated by

= F(X) (15)
(0V] VA

where nisthe toroidal mode number, g the loca safety factor, v particle perpendicular velocity,
pa the alpha Larmor radius, € the inverse aspect ratio, va thelocal Alfven velocity and R the major

radius. F(x) is afunction of particle pitch angle which is approximately unity for deeply trapped
alphas. Figure 21 shows the a-TAE resonance for atypicd discharge with core TAE activity on
TFTR where pag/R = 0.02, ¢ =0.1, vgo/vA = 0.7, n = 3 with g values as shown on the figure.
Note that lower q(0) leads to resonances a higher alpha energies and that for q(0) < 1.45, the
resonance no longer intersects the alpha distribution. Thisis consistent with the fact that the PCX
diagnostic only observes significant alpharedistribution in the presence of TAE activity when the
safety factor approachesq = 2.

A more accurate analysis of the resonance condition of trapped aphas during their
interaction with TAE modes was performed which includes finite banana width effects. As before,
the apha particles are in fundamental resonance with the mode when q(0) is sufficiently large,
typicaly q(0) > 2 for then = 3 mode. Furthermore, the analysis showed that near the plasma
center the resonance is very broad for trapped aphas in terms of their vertica displacement. This
means that trapped particles in the resonance zone can be displaced verticaly and lost from the
PCX pitch angle viewing window. Restricting the particle deviation from the resonance condition,
(Af/f)TAE , to asmall vaue enables a rough estimate of the possible particle displacement to be
obtained. Such a scenario isillustrated in Fig. 22, where particle displacement is predicted in a
zonewith avertical extent of AZ ~0.3 m. This TAE resonance zone correspondsto Eq = 2 - 3
MeV, v|iv = - 0.05, q(0) = 2.2, and (Af/f)tae = 0.01. In this figure, orbit A is for Eq = 3.5
MeV with the pitch angle -0.05 +/- 0.001 which becomes orbit B after the interaction with a-TAE
resonance zone. This orbit is located in the ripple confinement domain [39] but out of the PCX
pitch angle window. Orbit B can be slow down to the energy Eq = 1.7 MeV and pitch angle
scatter during ~150 ms after TAE mode, yielding orbit C which is again within the PCX pitch
angle window and be detected. Alternatively, the vertical drift of apha orbit bounce point due to
the TAE interaction may shift alphas into the stochastic ripple loss domain, whose boundary is
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relatively close to the top of the a-TAE resonance zone. Other alpha orbits having energy ~2 MevV
which remain in the pitch angle range O - 0.2 can also ow down and scatter during ~150 ms time
interval after TAE to refill the PCX pitch angle window and be detected by the PCX at the mgjor
radius 2.8 -3.0 m. Detailed modeling of this proposed mechanism to numerically ssimulate the PCX
measurements, including the possible effects of stochastic ripple diffusion loss, isin progress.

40 STOCHASTIC RIPPLE EFFECTS

The primary mechanisms of toroida field (TF) ripple induced fast ion transport are direct
ripple trapping, ripple plateau diffusion, ripple banana diffusion, and stochastic ripple diffusion.
In direct ripple trapping, the toroidal field ripple creates secondary magnetic wells that can trap
superbanana particles and cause them to drift verticaly until they strike the vessel wall.
Collisionless stochastic ripple diffusion occurs when the field ripple induces a random radia step
of the banana orbit, mainly near the bounce point where the parallel velocity of the particleis small.
When the banana tip displacement is sufficiently large to make the toroidal angle change between

. . . . 2T :
successive bounce points larger than the toroidal period N (N = the number of TF coils) the

radial steps become decorrelated, randomizing the motion, and diffusive loss of particles takes
place. Assuming conservation of energy and magnetic moment, the bananatip moves verticaly in a
random walk fashion until the particle strikes the vessel wall. The onset of stochastic motion
cannot be accurately predicted by present day theory; however, a smplified andytica
approximation for the stochastization threshold can be expressed as:

20repq qiNas b + S-lcotbpO

2 [ L
m o Oel g 4fsinep O

where Orr is the magnetic field ripple, p the particle gyroradius, € the inverse aspect ratio, g the

> 1, (16)

safety factor, ' = % , S= r%l the magnetic shear and 8p, the poloida angle of the bounce

point. Equation 16 is the midpoint of the 'fuzzy' stochastic boundary that corresponds to a =

Tt
\/2 (see Eq. 11) . Note that in the limit of 8p = > Eqg. 16 reduces to the familiar Goldston-White-

Boozer (GWB) threshold given in Eq. 12. PCX measurements were used to examine the
functional dependence of the stochastic ripple threshold as expressed in Eq. 16. Several key
plasma parameters can change the ripple threshold. Two parameters of interest are the safety factor
g and its radia derivative . Experimentaly g and q° can be modified by varying the plasma
current on TFTR.
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The PCX diagnostic measures trapped alpha particles with very small pitch angle (v|j/v = -

0.048) at the midplane, which are very senstive to toroidal magnetic field ripple. Figure 23 isa
mapping of the 3.5 MeV aphaloss boundary in pitch angle and magor radius space for a 1.4 MA
TFTR supershot discharge. The figure is the result of an orbit following calculation using the
Hamiltonian formalism devel oped by White et al. [48]. The code imposes a vacuum field ripple &
onto an axisymmetric poloidal field given by aMHD equilibrium. Thefield ripple 6 takes the same
form as that used in the FPPT code. The pitch angle and mgor radius scan is produced by
following the 3.5 MeV dpha particle guiding center in the "TF-rippled" equilibrium for an dpha
dowing down time. Simulations were performed without ripple (first orbit loss only), with ripple,
and with ripple and collisionaity. From the figure, we can see that TF ripple opens up a loss

region for perpendicular orbits. The addition of collisonality essentially widens the loss region,
v
T”
|
Vv
alpha loss boundary and can only be use for quditative comparisons with the PCX data
However, the comparison provides an excellent guide in understanding the physical cause for the

particularly with midplane— ~ 0. The PCX diagnostic, in its current geometrical configuration,

provides aradia scan at - 0.048 on this map. This simulation produces a snap shot of the

Y
depletion of PCX aphasigna nearT” ~0.

A comparison between the stochastic ripple boundary from the PCX and from the GWB
formalism at different plasma currents for sawtooth-free discharges is shown in Fig. 24. During
pellet penetration, the rise of the PCX aphasignal is delayed relative to the pellet light emission as
illustrated by the insert. The delayed rise correlates with the pellet crossing inside the ripple loss
boundary for the trapped ions viewed by the PCX spectrometer. In quiescent discharges, where
there is no radia redistribution of the alphas due to sawteeth activity, the ripple boundary is
determined by the birth apha energy. Experimentally, we observe the signals from al the PCX
alpha energy channels appearing at approximately the same radial location. Even though lower
energy alphas have ripple loss boundaries at larger radii, there is no source of these lower energy
alphas outside the 3.5 MeV boundary because the alphas born outside this boundary are lost before
they can slow down. Hence the boundary for dl energy alphas is determined by the ripple
boundary at birth energy.

The plasmas used for this data set were TFTR D-T supershot discharges with 5.0 Teda
toroidal field. The plasma current varied from Ip = 1.3 - 2.0 MA; there were two data points
where the current was ramped up from 0.6 to 1.4 MA (solid diamond) and ramped down from 2.2
to 1.4 MA (solid circle). The plasmamagjor radiusis R = 2.52 m except for the 1.5 MA discharge
where R = 2.45 m. The peak electron densities were about 5.0 x 1019 m-3 for the constant current
discharges and 2.0 x 1019 m-3 when the current was ramped. The pesk eectron temperatures
ranged from 8 to 16 keV for the constant current cases and was approximately 5 keV for the
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current ramps. The plasmas were heated by a mixture of deuterium and tritium neutra beam
injection ranging from 7 MW to 20 MW. The peak DT neutron emission was about 1.2 x 1018 51
for constant currents and 1.4 x 1017 s-1 for ramped currents.

Within the noted plasma current range, the measured ripple boundary varied by about 10
cm. The corresponding toroidal field ripple amplitude increased by about 40% from 1.8 x 104 to
3.0 x 104 Tesla. The comparison indicates that the measured boundaries are varying with q and
g consistent with the scaling predicted by the Goldston-White-Boozer theory. However the
measured boundaries consistently occur at smaller mgjor radii than the theoretical prediction. On
the average, the difference is ~ 6 cm. Such difference is not too surprising since the GWB
criterion only provides an estimate of the stochastization threshold at which the particles are rapidly
expelled and does not include finite orbit effects. In practice, the ripple boundary need not be a
sharp transition but a soft boundary described by finite diffusive process.

In order to examine the dependence of the ripple boundary on the apha energy, PCX
measurements were made following the large sawteeth that occur during the post neutral beam
heating phase of TFTR discharges. As discussed in Sec. 3.1, sawtooth activity produces radia
transport of alphas. Hence, when the apha distribution is measured after sawtooth instabilities,
observe alpha particles are obseerved outside the birth energy ripple boundary. These particles will
then be confined based on the ripple boundary appropriate to their energy. Under these conditions,
the PCX measured alpha signas in different energy channels now appear at different radia
locations which should reflect the stochastic ripple boundaries corresponding to their respective
energies. Figure 25 shows the PCX measured ripple boundary for different apha energies after
sawtooth ingtabilities for two similar discharges. Over the available energy range of the
measurements (Eq = 0.53 - 1.21 MeV), the experimenta data have the same functiona energy
dependence as the GWB ripple model. As was the case for the results given in Fig. 24, the
measured boundaries again occur at smaller magjor radii than the predicted boundary. A possible
contributing factor is that the data are taken after post beam sawteeth where the q profile is not
known with good accuracy. As a result, the predicted ripple boundary may be somewhat too
large. Another possible explanation of the difference between measurement and theory may be
that in the GWB analysis, the effect of dlowing down has not been taken into account. This can be
an important factor since the data are taken approximately 120 ms after the sawtooth crash, which
is comparable to the apha slowing down time. The hatched points in Fig. 25 show the effect of
regressing the al pha energy back from the measured value to the energy at the time of the sawtooth
crash.
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5.0 RF-DRIVEN TRITIUM ION TAILS

Although this paper primarily addresses the behaviour of confined trapped alphas,
observations of energetic RF-driven ions are aso of interest. The energy spectra of RF-driven
minority ion tails RF-driven minority tail ions were measured on TFTR using the PCX diagnostic,
including 3He spectra using active analysiswith Li pellets[9] and H spectra using both active and
passive methods [10].

Active PCX measurements of the energy spectrum, differentia radial density distribution,
and heating deposition profile of RF-driven tritium ions during 2QT heating of low-beta, L-mode
D-T plasmas [49] also were made. During these experiments, the energy spectrum and radia

profile of the effective temperature of the tritium tail were obtained using PCX. The basic
discharge parameterswere: R=2.63m,a=0.9m, Ip=1.8 MA and BT = 5 T. The PCX tritium

signals as a function of maor radius for ETyitium = 0.27-0.86 MeV are shown in Fig. 24. The
measurement was made during the 2.8 s flattop phase of the 1.8 MA D-T discharge. The tritium
content of the target plasma was about 50%. The RF heating was applied from 2.8 - 4.5 s and
reached alaunched power of Prf = 2.75 MW, but dropped to 1.5 MW from 3.2 - 45 sdueto a
fault. The Li pellet was injected at 4.4 s near the end of the RF pulse. At the time of pellet injection,
the central electron temperature and density were approximately 2.9 keV and 3.8 x 1019 m-3,
respectively. The pdllet penetrated dightly beyond the magnetic axis (Raxis = 2.74 m). A large
increase in the signal level occurred just inside R = 2.95 m which is about 15 cm outboard of the
|CRH resonance layer. The modulationsin the PCX signalsin Fig. 26 are observed on al energy
channels. It isimportant to note that these modulations reflect a smilar time variation in al energy
channels and do not affect the energy spectrum. We believe that these fluctuations may be the result
of the spatial variation in the density of the RF-driven tritium tail.

The energy spectrum near the resonance surfaceis shown in Fig. 27. A draight line fit to
the measured energy distribution of thetritium tail yields an effective tritium tail temperature which
is plotted as afunction of major radiusin Fig. 28. Preliminary results indicate that the formation of
thetail is quite fast; the energy spectrum of the tail is fully developed after the first 100 ms of RF
heating. Furthermore, the energy confinement time in these tritium dischargesis smilar to that seen
in D-T plasmas heated by hydrogen minority ICRH. The tail temperature profile exhibits a
trangition near R = 3.0 m where the effective temperature increases by a factor of two. The tritium
density and tail temperature radial profiles suggest that most the heating occurs within 20 cm from
the resonance surface.
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6.0 SUMMARY

With the advent of D-T plasma operation on TFTR, a growing body of results from the
PCX and other TFTR apha particle diagnostics is providing important information about apha
particle behaviour. Using the PCX diagnostic, the first measurement of the apha slowing down
distribution up to the 3.5 MeV birth energy was obtained using boron pellet injection. In the core
of MHD-quiescent D-T supershot discharges in TFTR, the good agreement observed between the
PCX measurements of the confined, trapped apha particles and tritons and TRANSP and FPPT
predictions is consistent with the alphas and tritons being well confined and slowing down
classically. Inthese monotonic shear supershots, the radial profiles of the alpha signal are centrally
peaked and their shape does not depend on energy. On the other hand, in reversed shear
dischargesthe radia profile shapes are energy dependent and exhibit a particle depletion in the core
and profile broadening with increasing apha energy. ORBIT code modeling indicates that this
behaviour is caused by stochastic ripple loss effects resulting from the elevated central g-factor in
such discharges. Significant redistribution of the radia profile of the alpha signal in the presence
of strong sawtooth activity was observed wherein alphas are depleted in the core and redistributed
to well beyond theq = 1 radius. A sawtooth model based on apha redistribution due to ExB drift
which was incorporated in the FPPT code provided reasonable smulation of the PCX
measurements. Redistribution of trapped alphas was also observed in the presence of core TAE
activity with elevated central safety factor, g(0) ~ 2, and modeling of these measurements based on
an a-TAE resonance mechanism isin progress. Stochastic ripple loss effects were studied and the
PCX results agree with the energy and g-factor scaling of the Goldston-White-Boozer theory.
Measurements of the radia profile and energy spectrum of the tritium tail during ICRH heating of
an L-mode plasma a the second harmonic tritium cyclotron frequency were obtained. The PCX
data showing formation of an energetic tritium ion tal provide evidence of ion heating, and in
combination with diamagnetic data showing a substantial increase in the thermal stored energy in
TFTR, support the idea of using second harmonic ion cyclotron heating as a viable technique for
heating the relatively cold, low density ITER startup plasma[50].
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Fig. 1 Illlustration of the Pellet Charge eX change (PCX) concept using lithium as an example of
low-Z impurity pellet injection.

24



S. S Medley, et al.

25
PLASMA
CURRENT 2.0
(MA)
1.5

NEUTRON 2
RATE
(1018 1/sec)

Confined Trapped-Alpha Behaviour

SHOT 76748

30 NEUTRAL

BEAM
HEATING
(MW)

20

10

e

f
| —™

I

P m—

CENTRAL
ALPHA
DENSITY

1 (1017 m-3)

- WP,';:‘LLET FIRED :
AN -2

PCX
NEUTRAL
SIGNAL
(VOLTS)
2 —
PELLET B
LIGHT 15—
SIGNAL L
(VOLTS) |
4.700 4,701 4,702
TIME (S) —
| | | | |
1.0 0.75 0.5 0.25 0.0 -0.25
PLASMA - r/a PLASMA
EDGE CENTER

Fig. 2 Selected plasmawaveforms (upper panels) and PCX signals (lower panels) illustrating a
typica measurement scenario and characteristics of the neutral particle and pellet light
signalsfor the PCX diagnostic. The fluctuations on the neutral signal are due to counting
statistics and do not correlate with the fluctuations on the light signal, presumably because
the ablation cloud remains an equilibrium thick neutralization target at all times.
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Fig. 3 Comparison of the PCX measurements of the al pha spectrum from an MHD-quiescent D-T
discharge (#78706) and the triton spectrum from asimilar D-D discharge (#78601) with
TRANSP predictions. Both the shape of the energy spectra and the a pha-to-triton ratio
agree well with the TRANSP simulations, which assume classical aphathermalization.
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Fig. 4 Comparison of measured apha energy spectrawith FPPT simulation during the fully
slowed down phase (circles and solid curve) and partialy slowed down phase (squares and
dashed curve). The agreement indicates that a pha particles thermalize classically in the core
of MHD-quiescent supershot discharges.
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Fig. 5 In comparison with the FPPT simulation, the PCX alpha slowing down spectrum is
consistent with an apha confinement time of Tconf > 3.0 1g.
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Fig. 6 Inasawtooth free discharge (#84550), the measured radial profiles of the alphasignal are
similar for all energies and are delimited by the stochastic ripple loss boundary for Eq =

3.5MeV. The solid curve shows the FPPT profile simulation for Eq = 1.0 MeV.
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Fig. 7 The PCX measured radial profiles of the alpha signal in a sawtooth-free discharge (#84550)

agree well with FPPT modeling which includes stochastic ripple diffusion.
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Fig. 8 The PCX measured alpha energy spectrain a sawtooth-free discharge (#84550) agree with
stochastic ripple diffusion modeling in the FPPT code. In the ripple-free plasma core (top
panel), the ssimulation with and without ripple is the same.
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Fig. 9 In comparison with the FPPT ssimulation, the PCX radial profiles of the dphasignal are
consistent with a diffusion rate of Dg < 0.01 m2s-1,
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Fig. 10 Redistribution of trapped alpha particlesis observed in reversed shear discharges in which
the plasma core region is characterized by an elevated g-factor, q(0) ~ 4, and strong

magnetic shear. Depletion of apha particlesin the core and profile broadening appear to
increase with increasing apha energy.
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Fig. 11 Shown are ORBIT code calculations of the apha bananatip confinement domains
(hatched regions) for monotonic and reversed shear scenarios for Eq = 0.35, 1.75,

and 3.5 MeV. Inreversed shear discharges, al aphas born on trapped orbits are
rapidly lost.
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Fig. 12 Agreement between the radial profiles of the apha signa from PCX measurements and
the ORBIT simulations is seen for both monotonic and reversed shear scenarios, including
the energy dependence of the profilesin the reversed shear case.
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Fig. 13 In TFTR supershots, sawtooth activity typically begins 0.25 £ 0.5 s after termination of

beam injection. For PCX measurements, post-NBI timing enhances both pellet penetration
(due to the decay of Te and ne) and the signal-to-noise ratio (because the neutron emission

decays faster than the energetic ion density).
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Fig. 14 In the presence of strong sawtooth activity, aphas are depleted in the core and
redistributed to well outside the q = 1 radius, but are not observed beyond the stochastic
ripple boundary for the associated energy. The observed broadening decreases with
increasing energy.
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Fig. 15 Illustration of trapped alpha particle orbits for magnetic reconnection modeling. The
strong alpha displacement along the major radius, as required to simulate the PCX
measurements of alpha sawtooth redistribution, is due to ExB drift.
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Fig. 16 Selection of the E¢r value for the sawtooth mixing model isillustrated. A valueof Ecy =

3.5 MeV affordsthe best fit of the model to the post-sawtooth radial distribution.  For this case,
rmix = 1.5 rs, where rg corresponds to the ne and Te mixing radius at the =1 surface.
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Fig. 17 FPPT simulation of pre-sawtooth radial profile (solid circles - #84550) and post-
sawtooth redistribution (open circles - #34549). Reasonable agreement is seen between

the PCX sawtooth redistribution measurements and the mode!.
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Fig. 18 Scenario for PCX measurement of alphadistributions in the presence of TAE activity.
TAE activity typicaly occurred ~ 150 ms after termination of beam injection. The PCX
measurements were performed at post-TAE times in the range of ~100 + 50 ms.
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Fig. 19 Redistribution of trapped a pha particlesis observed in the presence of TAE modeswhich
have very weak fluctuation levels dB/B ~ 10-2 in the core. The redistribution becomes
broader and more depleted in the core with increasing alpha energy. Significant
redistribution occurs only in conjunction with an elevated central g-factor: g(0) ~ 2.
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Fig. 20 Alpha particle energy spectrain the presence of TAE models are distorted compared with
classical predictions.
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Fig. 21 lllustration of the a-TAE resonance condition for a representative TFTR discharge
scenario. The semi circle isthe velocity space boundary for 3.5 MeV aphaswhile the
parabolic-like curves show the resonance condition for the noted al pha energies and safety
factors. Lower g(0) leadsto resonances at higher alpha energies. For g(0) < 1.45, the
resonance no longer intersects the a pha distribution.
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Fig. 22 lllustration of the effect on aninitia alphaorbit (A) caused by alpha interaction with the a-
TAE resonance zone shown embedded in the trapped alpha confinement domain. Orbit (B)
is produced and subsequent slowing down and pitch angle scattering yields (C). The
bolded inner legs indicate orbits for which the alpha pitch angle lies within range viewed by
the PCX diagnostic. This proposed process can lead to the alpha redistribution observed by

the PCX diagnostic.
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Fig. 23 Map of the alphaloss boundariesin pitch angle and major radius space for the 3.5 MeV
alphaparticle. The map is created using a Hamiltonian orbit code that follows the apha
guiding center in the rippled plasma equilibrium for an equivaent slowing down time.
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Fig. 24. Comparison of the stochastic ripple boundary from PCX measurements with the
Goldston-White-Boozer theory at different plasma currents. The measured ripple
boundary corresponds to the major radius at which the PCX alphasignal beginsto rise,
asillustrated by the insert.
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Fig. 25 Measured stochastic ripple boundary as a function apha energy after sawtooth activity,
which redistributes low energy aphas beyond the 3.5 MeV hirth aphaboundary. The open
data points are the PCX measurements which were taken 120 ms after the sawtooth crash.
For the corresponding hatched points, the energy of the measured alpha has been regressed
back to the actual time of the sawtooth crash.
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Fig. 26 PCX signals at selected energies for RF-driven tritium ion tail measurements (#89059).
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Fig. 27 Tritium tail energy spectrum measured during 2QT heating. The analysisincludes
correction for reionization of the exiting tritium neutrals, which increases Teff by ~ 15%

compared to the uncorrected spectra.
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Fig. 28 Radid profile of the effective tail temperature for RF-driven tritium ions measured during
2QT heating.
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